ABOUT INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC

During this 16th century period, Tansen studied music and introduced musical innovations, for about the first sixty
years of his life with patronage of the Hindu king Ram Chand of Gwalior, and thereafter performed at the Muslim
court of Akbar. Many musicians consider Tansen as the founder of Hindustani music. The classic Sanskrit text
Natya Shastra is at the foundation of the numerous classical music and dance traditions of India. Before
Natyashastra was finalized, the ancient Indian traditions had classified musical instruments into four groups based
on their acoustic principle (how they work, rather than the material they are made of) for example flute which
works with gracious in and out flow of air.

HISTORY OF INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC

The root of music in ancient India are found in the Vedic literature of Hinduism. The earliest Indian thought
combined three arts, syllabic recital (vadya), melos (gita) and dance (nrtta). As these fields developed, sangeeta
became a distinct genre of art, in a form equivalent to contemporary music. This likely occurred before the time of
Yaska (c. 500 BCE), since he includes these terms in his nirukta studies, one of the six Vedanga of ancient Indian
tradition. Some of the ancient texts of Hinduism such as the Samaveda (c. 1000 BCE) are structured entirely to
melodic themes, it is sections of Rigveda set to music. The Samaveda is organized into two formats. One part is
based on the musical meter, another by the aim of the rituals.[19] The text is written with embedded coding, where
swaras (octave notes) are either shown above or within the text, or the verse is written into parvans (knot or
member); in simple words, this embedded code of swaras is like the skeleton of the song.The swaras have about 12
different forms and different combinations of these swaras are made to sit under the names of different ragas.
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